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^ CHRISUiAS  TREE~nR<a)ttCTION  lit  VJSSTEHN  IIOIIPMA  IN  1945  l/ 


Christmas  tree  production  in  western  Montana  in  1945  amounted  to  2,723,500 
trees,  slightly  more  than  the  1940-46  average  of  2,701,060  trees.  Pro- 
duction since  1940  has  exceeded  2,000,000  trees  v/ith  a high  of  3,102,480 
trees  in  1943,  Prior  to  1940  less  than  2,000,000  trees  vrere  cut  annually. 

The  lead  in  county  production  vras  maintained  by  Flathead  County  with  a 
cut  of  1,218,250  trees,  of  which  166,250  v/ere  shipped  by  rail  from  Poison 
in  Lake  County.  Lincoln  County  was  a close  second  with  a cut  of  1,190,250 
trees.  Less  than  100,000  trees  were  produced  in  each  of  the  other  coun- 
ties . 

Shipments  went  to  cities  in  Arkansas,  California,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  and  Utah.  Truck  shipments 
were  40  percent  greater  in  1945  than  they  were  in  1944, 

In  addition  to  Christmas  trees,  v/hich  v/ere  practically  all  Douglas-fir, 
large  ar.iounts  of  decorative  vo?eaths,  sprays,  rope,  and  pine  cone  clus- 
ters were  produced.  The  State  of  Montana  sold  16,080  pounds  of  grand 
fir  boughs  for  these  items. 

Of  the  trees  produced  in  western  Montana,  79.9  percent  came  from  private 
lands,  13,5  percent  from  national  forests,  and  6.6  percent  from  State 
of  Montana  forests.  The  average  stumpage  price  paid  for  the  trees  from 
national  forests  v<ras  5,4  cents  each  and  for  trees  from  State  forests 
5,0  cents.  No  average  is  available  for  prices  paid  for  trees  from  pri- 
vate lands. 

Further  details  concerning  the  origin  of  trees  in  ?restern  Montana  are 
given  in  the  attached  table. 
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Shipments  of  Christinas  Trees  from  Western  Montana  in  1945 
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private  lands,  2,176,578  trees  (79.9  percent). 

The  366,687  trees  cut  on  national  forests  originated  as  follovjs:  Bitterroot,  10,518;  Flathead,  38,083; 

Kootenai,  317,898;  Lolo,  188.  The  average  stujopage  price  received  for  these  trees  was  5.4  cents  each. 
The  average  price  received  by  the  State  of  Hontana  for  trees  cut  from  State  forests  v;as  5.0  concs  each. 


